


The mountains of northern Mozambique were always 
believed to be important for biological conservation and 
the home of many rare and threatened species not found 
elsewhere. However, little was known scientifically 
about them and they are not yet formally protected. 

To address this problem a project called "Monitoring and Managing Bio-
diversity Loss in South-East Africa’s Montane Ecosystems" was devel-
oped by the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and BirdLife International, the 
Instituto de Investigação Agrária de Moçambique (IIAM), the Mulanje 
Mountain Conservation Trust (MMCT) and the Forest Research Institute 
of Malawi. Focussing primarily on Mozambique, the project built on the 
wide knowledge of Kew on plants and BirdLife International on birds, 
and on the experience gained by MMCT in practical conservation and 
monitoring on Mt Mulanje in adjacent Malawi. The main departments of 
IIAM involved were the National Herbarium, Forestry Research and the 
Land and Water Department. The Natural History Museum, part of Edu-
ardo Mondlane University, also participated. 

The project was funded under the UK Government's 
Darwin Initiative and started in July 2006. The Darwin 
Initiative assists countries that are rich in biodiversity 
but poor in financial resources to implement the Con-
vention on Biological Diversity (CBD) through the 
funding of collaborative projects which utilise UK bio-
diversity expertise. 
   The project's main objectives were to gather informa-
tion and develop tools and skills to enable biodiversity 
management and monitoring across some of these 
mountains. 
   Over the three years we have run five expeditions to 
three montane areas in Mozambique and one in Ma-
lawi, during which many new and exciting discoveries 
were made. 

CONSERVATION  OF  MOUNTAINS  IN 
NORTHERN  MOZAMBIQUE 

Activities included: 
a) carrying out field surveys of plant species, 

vegetation and birds, 
b) training a team of researchers and field-

workers from Mozambique and Malawi to 
gather and utilise data for both manage-
ment and monitoring, 

c) making recommendations and promoting 
conservation management to the appropri-
ate national or regional authorities. 

 



 

MAIN  OVERALL  FINDINGS 
 
1. There is much nationally and internationally significant and exciting biodiversity still to be found 

in Mozambique, especially in the northern Provinces. The levels of diversity are higher than previ-
ously thought, and there is still much to be discovered. 

2. Important and spectacular biodiversity can include plants, small vertebrates and insects, as well as 
the more obvious larger animals. 

3. There is a significant number of species – plants, birds, reptiles and 
insects – that are found only on one or more of these mountains and 
nowhere else in the world. The Mozambique Government has particu-
lar responsibility for the conservation of these species under the CBD. 

4. The isolated mountains of northern Mozambique are globally impor-
tant areas for conservation, forming part of a series of biodiversity 
"stepping stones" between the mountains of eastern Zimbabwe, south-
ern Malawi and the highlands of southern Tanzania for birds and 
plants. At present none of these mountains in Mozambique are for-
mally protected and their often unique biodiversity is often unrecog-
nised. Several have good potential for ecotourism. 

5. Conservation of these scattered montane areas could also be ad-
dressed through trans-border initiatives, in particular with Malawi. 
Such initiatives would build on regional expertise, experience and 
partnerships, and would allow for greater international recognition 
and support. 

6. Conservation areas do not have to be very large or formal, such as designation as a National or 
Transfrontier Park, in order to conserve important biodiversity. For example, Important Plant Areas 
– specific areas with particularly rich or special biodiversity or habitats – can be a very useful way 
to expand a network of national conservation areas, without necessarily altering people's way-of-
life. 

7. Biologists, foresters, herbaria and natural history museums have historically had an important role 
to play in conservation, and should be fully involved in all conservation projects and initiatives. 
Such institutions and professionals have a wealth of knowledge that needs to be better utilised. 



 



 Mt Chiperone Mt Mabu Mt Namuli 
     

Locality Mt Chiperone in Milanje District, 
historically associated with 
nearby Mt Mulanje. 

Mt Mabu in Tacuane District. 
Previously virtually unknown and 
unexplored scientifically. Some 
abandoned tea estates on S slopes 

Namuli massif in Gurué District. 
Surrounded on the S & W sides by tea 
plantations, now being rehabilitated. 
c.15,000 people in area 
 

Shape Isolated steep-sided conical 
mountain with ridge 

Elevated area of forest-covered 
ridges and peaks 
  

Massif with series of upland plateaux 
out of which rise some large rocky 
domes 
 

Extent; 
highest point 

49 km2 above 800 m; highest 
point 2054 m 

Area c.140 km2  above 800 m; 
highest point 1710 m 

Massif covers 200 km2; main plateau at 
1800–1900 m; main peak 2419 m 
 

Forest area 
& type 

1600–1700 ha of quality moist 
forest from 1000–2000 m; 
montane forest above 1600 m. 
Very limited area of other 
habitats 

Over 6900 ha of moist forest, most 
medium-altitude between 1000–1600 
m; c.850 ha above 1400 m 

1100 ha of moist montane forest, most 
above 1700 m. Only 135 ha of 
medium-altitude forest in small patches 
below 1600 m  

Conservation 
importance 

Pristine forest of various types; 
good surrounding miombo 
woodland 

Possibly largest medium-altitude 
forest in southern Africa. All in very 
good condition. Forest provides 
perennial water supply. Still likely to 
still be new species 

Most important habitats are 300 ha of 
scarce upland peat grassland, extensive 
patches of montane forest, and few 
patches of medium-altitude and riverine 
forest. Area above 1500 m is important 
for conservation; major regional 
significance 

Plants 229 species above 800 m, 3 new 
Mozambique records. No new 
plant species 

Identification of plant specimens not 
completed. At least 250 species 

530 species above 1000 m, 26 new 
Mozambique records, 5 new species 
and 16 endemics known only from 
Namuli 

Birds Forest important for 2 globally-
threatened bird species, Thyolo 
Alethe & White-winged Apalis. 
Recognised as Important Bird 
Area 

126 species, including 5 that are 
globally threatened. Populations of 
Thyolo Alethe & Green Barbet 
particularly important globally 

155 species, good populations of 5 
globally threatened species. Recognised 
as Important Bird Area. Main locality 
for Mozambique's only endemic bird 

Reptiles   New forest snake (Atheris), possibly 
2 other new snakes and a chameleon 

New dwarf chameleon, plus 4 lizards 
thought previously to only occur on Mt 
Mulanje 

Butterflies 56 species, 6 new Mozambique 
records 
  

156 species, 5 new to science. 32 
new Mozambique records 

126 species, 7 new to science. Area 
with highest number of endemic 
butterfly species in Mozambique 

Threats Loss of third of forest cover 
1969–2002 from cultivation on S 
and SE slopes. Threats from 
wildfire along forest margin and 
in gullies 

Few threats at present; wildfire, 
bushmeat, no tree cutting. Risk if tea 
estates reopen 

Increasing threats, principally logging 
for timber, clearance for potato 
cultivation. Also vegetation destruction 
by semi-wild pigs, cattle grazing, 
bushmeat, wildfire. Conservation 
action needed soon 

Potentials Important for year-round water 
supply to villages below; water is 
a critical issue 

Ecotourism from publicity and 
wilderness 

Ecotourism, very scenic, back-packing, 
water catchment 
  



         
 
 
 
 
Mount Mabu expedition media coverage 
 
 
An exclusive feature which ran in the Observer (UK national Sunday newspaper) on 
21 December 2008 sparkled off huge media interest in the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew led expedition to Mount Mabu in northern Mozambique. The resulting coverage 
put Mozambique’s rich natural heritage firmly in the spotlight. 
 
Coverage included CNN (USA), BBC World Service’s World Tonight programme (UK 
and international), Sky News online (UK), Daily Mail (UK), Daily Telegraph (UK) and 
numerous international publications. These included Der Spiegel, one of Europe’s 
largest circulation weekly magazines, Spain’s El Mundo and France’s Le Monde, to 
name but a few. A full log of coverage and examples of print and online articles are 
included in this report. 
 
The Kew media office is aware of 105 pieces of coverage, across print, broadcast 
and online (including blogs and specialist websites). Given the great international 
media interest in the story, it is highly likely that this figure is not an accurate 
reflection of the total number of pieces of coverage generated. 
 
While the RBG Kew press office is able to monitor UK media coverage, and to some 
extent international online media coverage, international coverage is prohibitively 
expensive to monitor in print. Articles that appear in print often appear online too, 
although this is not always the case. 
 
In addition, we have only been able to report circulation figures for UK media outlets 
(where those circulation figures are publicly available). Based on this, combined 
circulation for UK media outlets covering Mabu is 68,812,458*. This coverage has an 
estimated equivalent advertising value close on £80,000. 
 
The Kew press office believes these figures are very much the tip of the iceberg. 
 
Thanks to scientists at RBG Kew, Mozambique Agrarian Research Institute (IIAM), 
Birdlife International and the Mulanje Mountain Conservation Trust for making 
themselves available to speak to the media. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*This figure includes circulation for one European publication, Der Spiegel, with a circulation 
of 1,000,000 



Mount Mabu expedition media coverage 
 
PLEASE NOTE, media coverage listed below is not likely to be a complete log of all media coverage generated about the Mount Mabu expedition. While the RBG 
Kew press office is able to monitor UK media coverage, and to some extent international online media coverage, international coverage is prohibitively expensive to 
monitor in print. Articles that appear in print often appear online too, although this is not always the case. 
 
Continent Country Media outlet Date URL if known 

The Observer 
 
Circulation: 455,130 
Value: £11,424 

21/12/08 http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/dec/21/mount-mabu-mozambique-jonathan-
timberlake  

Guardian.co.uk 
 
Circulation: 
26,238,539 

21/12/08 Online photo gallery 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/gallery/2008/dec/21/new-species-wildlife-
mozambique?picture=340939201  
 

Daily Telegraph 
 
Circulation: 835,497 
Value: £15,496 

22/12/08 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthnews/3884623/Scientists-discover-new-forest-with-
undiscovered-species-on-Google-Earth.html  

Telegraph.co.uk 
 
Circulation: 
27,708,274 

22/12/08 Online photo gallery 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/earthpicturegalleries/3901029/Mount-Mabu-Mozambique-
Scientists-discover-new-forest-with-undiscovered-species-on-Google-Earth.html  
 

SkyNews.com 
 
Circulation not 
available 

22/12/08 Online photo gallery 
 
http://news.sky.com/skynews/Home/World-News/Kew-Gardens-Expedition-To-Mount-
Mabu-In-Mozambique/Media-
Gallery/200812315190616?lpos=World_News_Second_World_News_Strap_Teaser_Regi
on_0&lid=GALLERY_15190616_Kew_Gardens_Expedition_To_Mount_Mabu_In_Mozamb
ique  
 

Daily Mail 
 
Circulation: 2,339,733 

22/12/08 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-1100323/Lost-World-discovered-thanks-
Google-Earth.html  
 
 
 
 
 

Europe 
 

UK 

Horticulture Week 
 
Circulation: 9,579 

09/01/09  http://www.hortweek.com/news/login/871596/ 
 
 



Value: £399  
Daily Express 
 
Circulation: 655,053 
Value: £22,272 

11/01/09 http://www.express.co.uk/posts/view/79343/How-Google-found-the-land-that-time-forgot-/  

Daily Post (Wales) 
 
Circulation: 36,432 
Value:£1,579 

19/01/09 http://www.dailypost.co.uk/news/north-wales-news/2009/01/19/jungle-finds-by-scientist-
inspired-by-google-earth-55578-22721815/  

Wales Online (news 
website) 
 
Circulation not 
available 

19/01/09 http://www.walesonline.co.uk/news/wales-news/2009/01/19/how-google-pointed-julian-to-
the-lost-world-of-mabu-91466-22722298/ 

BBC Wales Online 
(news website) 
 
Circulation not 
available 

19/01/09 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/wales/7837049.stm 

Flintshire Evening 
Leader (Wales) 
 
Circulation: 21,180 
Value: £694 
 

19.01.09  

Wrexham Evening 
Leader (Wales) 
 
Circulation: 21,180 
Value: £1,134 

20.01.09  

BBC World Service, 
World Tonight (radio) 
 
Listenership figures 
not available 

27/01/09 Interview with Jonathan Timberlake in RBG Kew’s Herbarium, talking about the expedition 
and looking at some of the plant specimens bought back 

BBC World Service, 
Brazilian Section 
 
Listenership figures 
not available 

Not known  

BBC Online (news 27/01/09 http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/7860561.stm - Audio slide show  



website) 
 
Circulation: 4,000,000 
The Times 
 
Circulation: 642,711 
Value: £13,482 

14/02/09 http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/travel/destinations/africa/article5724793.ece  

Guardian Weekly 
 
Circulation: 77,470 
Value: £1,700 

20/02/09 http://www.guardianweekly.co.uk/?page=editorial&id=958&catID=4 

Evening Standard 
 
Circulation: 424,177 
Value: £11,088 

03/03/09 http://www.thisislondon.co.uk/standard/article-23656839-
details/Google+map+leads+Kew+scientists+to+hundreds+of+new+species/article.do  

The One Show, BBC 
1 (TV) 
 
Circulation: 4,000,000 

20/03/09 Interview with Jonathan Timberlake in RBG Kew Palm House 

RHS The Garden 
(magazine) 
 
Circulation: 347,503 

Not known http://www.rhs.org.uk/ 
 
 

Darwin News 
(Defra publication) 
 
Circulation not known 

Issue 12, April 
2009 

Hard copy available  

Sweden Dagans Heyeten 22/12/08 http://www.dn.se/DNet/jsp/polopoly.jsp?d=597&a=866900&rss=2216 
 
 

Italy La Republica 22/12/08 http://www.repubblica.it/2008/12/sezioni/scienze/mozambico-inesplorato/mozambico-
inesplorato/mozambico-inesplorato.html?rss 
 

ZD.net 23/12/08 http://www.zdnet.be/news.cfm?id=96398 
 

De Morgen Not known  

Belgium 

Het Laatste Nieuws Not known  
Publico 23/12/08 http://ultimahora.publico.clix.pt/noticia.aspx?id=1354048&idCanal=13 

 
Portugal 

Campo&Jardim Not known  



ZD.net 23/12/08 http://www.zdnet.nl/news.cfm?id=96396 
 

NOS 30/01/09 http://www.nos.nl/jeugdjournaal/artikelen/2009/1/30/googleontdektbos.html 
 

Netherlands 

Nieuws uit de Natuur,  
Stichting Teleac/NOT 
(TV) 
 

04/02/09  

To Vima (The 
Tribune) 

23/12/08 http://www.tovima.gr/default.asp?pid=2&ct=33&artId=248026 

Origo 06/02/09 http://www.origo.hu/tudomany/elovilag/20090204-mount-mabu-rejtett-oazisba-vezette-a-
kutatokat-a-google-fold.html 
 

Greece 

News of the Hellenic 
Nobel Collection 

Not known  

La Segunda 23/12/08 http://www.lasegunda.com/ediciononline/espectaculos/detalle/index.asp?idnoticia=455113 
 

Yahoo Spanish 23/12/08 http://espanol.news.yahoo.com/s/23122008/54/internacional-descubierto-mozambique-
bosque-desconocido-atesora.html 
 

ABC, Spain 23/12/08 http://www.abc.es/20081223/nacional-sociedad/descubren-gracias-google-earth-
200812232127.html 
 

Diario Metro 23/12/08 http://www.diariometro.es/es/article/efe/2008/12/23/775420/index.xml  
 

El Mundo Not known http://www.elmundo.es/ 
 

Spain 

El Pais Not known http://www.elpais.com/global/ 
 

Berliner Zeitung 23/12/08 http://www.bz-berlin.de/BZ/boulevard/2008/12/24/mit-google-earth/entdecken-forscher-ein-
vergessenes-paradies.html 
 

Der Spiegel 
Circulation: 1,000,000 

03/01/09 Hard copy available 
 

Germany 

NRC Handelsblad 
(children’s page) 

Not known  
 
 

France Futura Sciences 30/12/08 http://www.futura-sciences.com/fr/news/t/zoologie/d/un-monde-perdu-decouvert-sur-
google-earth_17785/ 
 



Liberation.fr 07/01/09 http://www.ecrans.fr/Un-monde-perdu-decouvert-grace-a,6062.html 
 

Le Monde 06/01/09 Hard copy available 
 

RFI Radio 07/01/09 http://www.rfi.fr/actufr/articles/109/article_77498.asp 
 

Abondance 07/01/09 http://actu.abondance.com/2009/01/google-earth-permet-de-dcouvrir-une.html  
Europe 1  02/01/09 http://www.europe1.fr/Info/Actualite-Internationale/Afrique/Une-foret-decouverte-au-

Mozambique-grace-a-Google-Earth/(gid)/191713  
 

L'actu (children’s 
newspaper) 

Not known www.playbac.fr 

Science et Vie Junior Not known http://www.science-et-vie.com/ 
 

Sciences et Avenir Not known http://translate.google.com/translate?hl=en&sl=fr&u=http://sciences.nouvelobs.com/&ei=A7
oKSuybAdC6jAeO65GMCw&sa=X&oi=translate&resnum=1&ct=result&prev=/search%3Fq
%3DScience%2Bet%2Bavenir%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4SKPB_enGB313GB314 
 

Découverte 
(magazine of 
museum, the Palais 
de la découverte) 

Not known  

Réponse a tout Not known http://www.reponseatout.com/ 
Figaro Magazine 
 

Not known http://www.lefigaro.fr/lefigaromagazine/index.php 
 

Le Point Not known http://www.lepoint.fr/ 
 

Géo ado Not known  
Turkey Hurriyet 26/12/08 http://www.hurriyet.com.tr/teknoloji/10647392.asp?gid=234  
Hungary The Explorer 

Magazine 
Not known  

NRK Oslo 28/01/09 http://www.afrol.com/articles/32263  
 

Norway 

VG Not known  
Denmark Politiken Not known http://politiken.dk/ 

 
Western Australia Not known http://www.watoday.com.au/world/paradise-found-on-google-20081226-75bj.html 

 Australasia Australia 

The Age 26/12/08 http://www.theage.com.au/world/paradise-found-on-google-20081225-753x.html  



 
Sydney Morning 
Herald 

4/01/09 http://www.smh.com.au/news/opinion/nature-bites-back/2009/01/03/1230681806843.html 
 

New Zealand New Zealand Herald Not known http://www.nzherald.co.nz/ 
 

Zambia Zambia News.Net 22/12/08 http://www.zambianews.net/story/444912  
 

Zimbabwe  Zimbabwe Star 22/12/08 http://story.zimbabwestar.com/index.php/ct/9/cid/c1ab2109a5bf37ec/id/444912/cs/1/  
 

Madagascar Mongabay.com 22/12/08 http://news.mongabay.com/2008/1222-google_earth.html  
 

South Africa Direct 10/02/09 http://www.southernafricadirect.com/news/entries/2009-04-01/mozambiques-unmapped-
mount-mabu-explored.html  
 

Afrol news online 26/01/09 http://www.afrol.com/articles/32263 
 

South Africa 
 

Independent on 
Sunday 

01/02/09 http://www.sundayindependent.co.za/index.php?fSectionId=2581&fDate=2009-02-
01&fEdition=1&fIndex=6 
 

Cameroon Ici Cemac 08.01.09 http://www.icicemac.com/news/index.php?nid=12236&pid=152 
 

Notícias 29/12/2008 Hard copy available 

Africa 

Mozambique 
O Pais Not known http://www.opais.co.mz/opais/ 

 
Albuquerque Express 22/12/08 http://story.albuquerqueexpress.com/index.php/ct/9/cid/89d96798a39564bd/id/444912/cs/1

/ 
 

FindingDulcinea.com 23/12/08 http://www.findingdulcinea.com/news/environment/2008/December/Google-Earth-Leads-
Scientists-to-New-Species-in-Mozambique.html 
 

Techradar 23/12/08 http://www.techradar.com/news/world-of-tech/lost-world-discovered-on-google-earth-
496918 
 

TMC.net 24/12/08 http://www.tmcnet.com/usubmit/2008/12/23/3876275.htm 
 

CNN 07/02/09 Jonathan Timberlake talks to CNN's Ralitsa Vassileva 
http://www.truveo.com/Mozambique%E2%80%99s-new-
discoveries/id/144115201098430690 
 

USA 

 

Link TV Not known http://www.linktv.org/ 



 

Canada 
 Daily Planet, 

Discovery Channel 
Canada 

02/02/09  

Brazil Horizonte Geográfico  Not known www.horizontegeografico.com.br 
 BBC Brasil 23/12/08 http://www.bbc.co.uk/portuguese/reporterbbc/story/2008/12/081223_galeriamontemabu_n

p.shtml 
 

 Globo TV Not known  
Ecuador El Telegrafo 23/12/08 http://www.telegrafo.com.ec/mundo/noticia/archive/mundo/2008/12/23/Descubren-bosque-

desconocido-que-atesora-nuevas-especies.aspx 
 

Colombia El Tiempo 24/12/08  http://www.eltiempo.com/verde/faunayflora/home/un-bosque-desconocido-que-atesora-
nuevas-especies-fue-descubierto-en-mozambique-_4736323-1  
 

Agromeat 29.12.08 http://www.agromeat.com/index.php?idNews=81208 
 

Argentina 

La Voz 26/12/08 http://www2.lavoz.com.ar/08/12/26/Descubren-insolito-bosque-Mozambique.html  
 
 

El Dictamen 23/12/08 http://www.eldictamen.org/ver_nota.php?noticia=20412&seccion=Ciencia%20y%20Tecnol
ogia&seccion=Ciencia%20y%20Tecnologia 
 

Mexico 

Yahoo News online 23/12/08 http://mx.news.yahoo.com/s/23122008/38/tecnologia-descubierto-mozambique-bosque-
desconocido-atesora.html 
 

La Segunda 23/12/08 http://www.lasegunda.com/ediciononline/espectaculos/detalle/index.asp?idnoticia=455113  

Latin 
America 

Chile 
El Mercurio  23/12/08 http://www.emol.com/noticias/todas/detalle/detallenoticias.asp?idnoticia=336566  

 
Top News India Not known http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 

 
Daily India.com Not known http://www.dailyindia.com/ 

 
Thaindian News.com 22/12/08 http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/health/scientists-use-google-earth-to-discover-new-

forest-with-undiscovered-species_100133738.html  
 

Newspost online.com 22/12/08 http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/health/scientists-use-google-earth-to-discover-new-
forest-with-undiscovered-species_100133738.html  
 

Asia India 

Newstrack India 22/12/08 http://www.newstrackindia.com/newsdetails/51739  



 
NDTV online 23.12.08 http://www.ndtv.com/convergence/ndtv/story.aspx?id=NEWEN20080077542 

 
The Hindu 23.12.08 http://www.thehindu.com/holnus/008200812231862.htm 

 
Fresh news 24/12/08 http://www.freshnews.in/google-earth-helps-discovery-of-an-unfounded-forest-107057 

 
MSN India 26/12/08 http://computing.in.msn.com/articles/article.aspx?cp-documentid=1766666  

 
Entertainment and 
Showbiz 

30/12/08 http://www.entertainmentandshowbiz.com/scientists-use-google-earth-to-discover-new-
forest-with-undiscovered-species-200812308047 
 

E Brandz 26/12/08  http://news.ebrandz.com/google/2008/2338-google-earth-found-lost-paradise-in-
mozambique.html  
 

Latest News 29/12/08 http://www.freshnews.in/google-earth-helps-discovery-of-an-unfounded-forest-107057  
Discovery Channel Not known http://dsc.discovery.com/ 

 
Singapore 

Reader's Digest Asia Not known http://www.rdasia.com/rd/rdhtml/splash.jsp 
 

Malaysia Malaysia Sun 22/12/08 http://story.malaysiasun.com/index.php/ct/9/cid/89d96798a39564bd/id/444912/cs/1/ 
 

Russia Vokrugsveta  22/12/08 http://www.vokrugsveta.ru/news/5570/ 
 

China 163 News  02/03/09  http://discover.news.163.com/09/0203/10/517L7B2E000125LI.html  
 

Middle East 
Israel National Geographic 

Kids magazine  
Not known  

 
 
 

Blogs and 
other online 

Environmental Graffiti 18/02/09 http://www.environmentalgraffiti.com/featured/google-earth-uncovers-lost-forest-mount-
mabu/7747 

 

USA 

Living the scientific life 02/02/09 http://scienceblogs.com/grrlscientist/2009/02/birds_in_the_news_158.php 
 

 Not known Ogle earth 05/01/09 http://www.ogleearth.com/2009/01/mount_mabu_unve.html 
 

 UK Birdlife International 
Website 

26/01/09 http://www.birdlife.org/news/news/2009/01/mount_mabu.html 

 UK WildlifeExtra.com 22/12/08 http://www.wildlifeextra.com/do/ecco.py/view_item?listid=1&listcatid=1&listitemid=3914&liv
e=0 



 

 
UK Forestpolicyresearch.

org 
22/12/2008 http://forestpolicyresearch.org/2008/12/22/mozambique-news-species-discovered-on-mt-

mabu/ 
 

 
South Africa Africagoodnews.com 07/04/09 http://www.africagoodnews.com/environment/mozambiques-mount-mabu-holds-unseen-

natural-wonders.html 
 

 Not known Losgranos 22/12/08 http://www.losgranos.com/?p=1491 
 

 Not known Mathaba news 
network 

23/12/08 http://www.mathaba.net/0_index.shtml?x=614270 
 

 Not known Real Africa 24/02/09 http://www.realafrica.co.uk/blog/?tag=mabu-forest-mozambique 
 

 UK Digitaljournal.com 22/12/08 http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/263826 

 USA Yale environment 360 22/12/08 http://e360.yale.edu/content/topic.msp?id=235 
 

 Not known Treehugger.com 02/03/09 http://www.treehugger.com/files/2009/02/new-species-discovered-via-google-earth.php 
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The lost forest of Mount Mabu  
 
Scientists based at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (RBG Kew) have led the first expedition 
to the previously unmapped Mount Mabu in northern Mozambique, funded by Defra’s Darwin 
Initiative. The expedition is part of RBG Kew’s ongoing work with Mozambique’s government 
to identify priority areas for conservation in the face of rapid development. 
 
Until just three years ago the vast area of forest was known only to villagers nearby. The team 
'found' Mount Mabu with the help of Google Earth maps in 2005 while looking for sites for a 
conservation project on land above 1,600m where higher rainfall means there is likely to be 
forest.  
 
Dr Julian Bayliss, the project's field coordinator, investigated the unexpected patch of green 
and used satellite photos to identify a large, unexplored forest. Following a series of scoping 
trips, in October and November this year an international team of 28 scientists and support 
staff from the UK, Mozambique, Malawi, Tanzania, Belgium and Switzerland hiked into it.  
 
Expedition leader, RBG Kew botanist Jonathan Timberlake said “The phenomenal diversity is 
just mind-boggling: seeing how things are adapted to little niches, to me this is the incredible 
thing. Even today we cannot say we know all of the world’s key areas for biodiversity - there 
are still new ones to discover.” 
 
They found a wealth of wildlife including pygmy chameleons, Swynnerton's robin, butterflies 
such as the Small Striped Swordtail and Emperor Swallowtail as well as three new species, a 
previously undiscovered species of forest adder and many exotic plants, including a rarely 
seen orchid. The team brought back over 500 plant specimens and are looking forward to 
finding out more about the species they collected.  
 
Jonathan continues: “This is potentially the biggest area of medium-altitude forest I'm aware 
of in southern Africa, yet it was not on the map, and most Mozambicans would not have even 
recognised the name Mount Mabu. Kew is working with the Mozambique government to 
protect areas like Mount Mabu and encourage local people to value the forest for its wildlife. 
By conserving the plant life we can help secure a future for all the other creatures we saw 
there.”  
 
RBG Kew is using its expertise and collections, coupled with Mozambique collections, to 
identify new species and areas of interest for biodiversity. RBG Kew also works to build 
capacity of local partners to enable them to carry out similar work in the future. 
 
The expedition was led by RBG Kew working with colleagues from the Mozambique 
Agronomic Research Institute (IIAM), Birdlife International and the Mulanje Mountain 
Conservation Trust (MMCT) in Malawi.  
 
Outside the forest the country’s roads and buildings have been badly affected by a civil war 
that lasted from the early 1980s to 1991, but inside scientists found the landscape was almost 
untouched. Ignorance of its existence, poor access and the forest's value as a refuge for 
villagers during the fighting had combined to protect it. 
 
With local people returning to the area, and Mozambique's economy booming, there is a risk 
that this precious oasis of life will come under pressure as the area around is cleared to make 
space for crops. 
 
Ends 
 
To speak to Jonathan Timberlake or for more information please contact the RBG Kew press 
office, telephone 020 8332 5681 or e-mail pr@kew.org. Colleagues from the Mozambique 



Agronomic Research Institute, Birdlife International and the Mulanje Mountain Conservation 
Trust are also available for interview. 
 
Images are available at www.kew.org/press/images/mount_mabu.html 
Please contact the press office for the username and password 
 
Notes to editors 
 
Mount Mabu’s Google Earth coordinates are 16 degrees 17 min, 56 secs south and 36 
degrees 23 mins 44 secs east  
 
Mount Mabu is also home to three bird species not known in the area previously: 
Thyolo Alethe – globally threatened and seen in relatively high numbers in the Mabu forest 
Namuli Apalis – Mozambique's only endemic species, previously known from only one 
mountain. The fact it has been spotted on Mabu is significant for conservation 
Swynnerton's Robin – previously only known from three locations (Tanzania's east coast, 
Zimbabwe and central Mozambique) 
 
The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew is a world famous scientific organisation, internationally 
respected for its outstanding living collection of plants and world-class herbarium as well as 
its scientific expertise in plant diversity, conservation and sustainable development in the UK 
and around the world.  Kew Gardens is a major international visitor attraction and its 132 
hectares of landscaped gardens and its country garden, Wakehurst Place, attract nearly two 
million visitors every year. Kew was made a UNESCO World Heritage Site in July 2003 and 
celebrates its 250th anniversary in 2009. For further information please visit www.kew.org 






































